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There have been many changes in 
the district this school year due to 
COVID-19 regulations. Students moved 
from fully virtual to hybrid to in-person 
learning and persevered through many 
new health and safety protocols. It 
certainly has been a school year like no 
other, but it has also been a school year 
that has proven the resiliency and unity 
of our students, staff and community.

“In these uncertain times, the school 
district and community came together to 
support our students and ensure that they 
continue to receive the education they 
deserve,” said Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Nicholas Dyno. “We couldn’t be 
prouder of what has been accomplished 
by working together. This is a special 
place.”

Students across the district have 
expressed their gratitude for the 
unwavering support they have received 
and recently spoke about the many 
positive experiences they have shared 
despite the challenges they overcame and 
the changes they adapted to. In this issue 
of The Anchor, elementary, intermediate 
and high school students, in their own 
words, provide a look into the student 
body’s collective thoughts on how they 
are continuing to learn, grow and thrive 
under the present circumstances. 

High school students offered insight 
into the current college 
application process and 
the challenges associated 
with virtual learning 
and participating in 
clubs through Zoom. 
Intermediate students 

expressed their thoughts on the changing 
atmosphere of their school and special 
experiences that were only made possible 
because of COVID-19. Elementary 
students spoke about the changes in their 
school and virtual learning. The thread 
that remained strong among all students, 
however, is that they are adjusting, 
learning and thriving.

We’d also like to extend a thank 
you to the Southampton High School 
journalism class under the direction of 
Melissa Mitchell for assisting in gathering 
interviews and photos for this newsletter. 

 LIKE NO OTHER
A School Year  A School Year  

HURIEL REYES, IN-PERSON SENIOR 

What is one positive aspect and one challenging aspect to 

being in school now? 

“One positive element of this year and COVID is the fact that we 

are looking toward graduation. Graduation is coming up soon, 

and I know that the school is working to give us an amazing 

graduation. One negative thing about this year is the fact that 

tests like AP exams.” 

What is the most challenging part of being in a club right 

now? 
“The most challenging part 

of clubs this year is that 

many aren’t attending due 

to COVID restrictions. Most 

clubs are on Zoom, but kids 

prefer to be in-person for 

clubs. Also, many families 

may not be allowing their 

kids to attend clubs due to 

COVID.” 

ANABELLA FISCHETTE, IN-PERSON STUDENTWhat do you love about being in school right now?
“I am taking a lot of Regents courses, so the 

lot of questions. When we were remote, it was harder to ask questions. My grades have gotten better now.”  
What is something special about your learning experience right now? “I think it is special that we get to be here in school, doing more projects and getting more 

think it is special we get to have those when other schools don’t have them.” 
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KEIRA O’MALLEY, IN-PERSON STUDENT
What do you love about being in school 
right now? 
“I really love being in school because I don’t 
have to sit around on a screen all day. Being in 
person, I can see my friends, have recess and 
talk to other people I know. It’s less stressful.”
What is something special about your 
learning experience right now? 

time for you because the classes have less kids.”  

AARON ALFARO, IN-PERSON STUDENT
What do you love about being in school right 
now? 
“I like to do fun things in science and social 
studies, like the project of my country, Guatemala.”
What is something special about your 
learning experience right now? 
“I am learning a lot in social studies, and in science 
we are learning about the weather. I also moved to 
the white level in reading!”

BILLY GUEVERA LOJA, IN-PERSON STUDENT 
What do you love about being in school 
right now?
“It’s a new experience for everyone, and by 
the end of the year, we will be equipped with 
skills and knowledge to ensure our education 
continues from afar.” 
What is something special about your 
learning experience right now? 
“What is special about my learning experience 
right now is that we are still having a chance to 
have some of the regular things at the end of 
year that we would have had in years past, like 
graduation and possibly prom.” 

NEVEAHYA BELL, IN-PERSON STUDENT, 
PREVIOUSLY VIRTUAL
What was the most challenging part of 
being a virtual student?
“Homework was the most challenging part 

understand the Digital Activity List.”   
What is the best remote project that you 
have worked on?
“A science project where I had to make the 
phases of the moon out of foil and sticks.” 
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EVELYN BERMEO GALARZA, IN-PERSON SENIOR 
What is the hardest part of applying to colleges right now? 
“With COVID, applying to college has become one of the hardest 
things to do. It was harder this year since we had to do most things 
by ourselves. In years before, all the counselors would put everything 
into helping the seniors, but ever since COVID, many schools didn’t 
have classes every day, so it affected the time we could use for help 
with college.” 
What is one positive aspect and 
one challenging aspect to being 
in school now?
“One positive aspect is that 
schoolwork has become a little 
easier than before since everything 
is on Google Classroom. One 
challenging thing about this year 
is having to deal with all the COVID 
precautions because it makes life so 
much harder.” 

ELLEN ARMUS, IN-PERSON SENIOR
What is the hardest part of applying to colleges right now? 
“The hardest part of applying to colleges at this time is probably the 
inability to visit campuses. It’s hard to commit to a college without 
experiencing the campus and atmosphere of the institution.” 
What is one positive aspect and one challenging aspect to 
being in school now? 
“Despite the restrictions that COVID 
has placed on our education, I am 

BOCES, which I am very thankful for. 
A challenging aspect of my education 
experience during COVID is the social 
restrictions. Social connection with 
your peers makes school so much 
more enjoyable for many students. 
Since we were unable to see most of 
our friends, our social experience was 
less enjoyable at times.” 

LOGAN MITCHELL, VIRTUAL STUDENT
What is the most challenging part of 
being a virtual student?

challenging; sometimes the video cuts 
out.”
What is your favorite part of being a 
virtual student?
“I like doing things online. We play fun 
games, we can 
screenshare 
and do dances, 
and we have a 
compliment club 
where we give 
compliments to 
each other.”

SHANTI SOLANO, VIRTUAL SENIOR
What is the most challenging part of being a virtual 
student?

to do your work from home. Because it’s harder to stay 
motivated, my grades have lowered a bit this year. One good 
thing about this year is that we don’t have to take all the state 
tests, but school events are just not what they used to be.” 
What is your favorite part of being a virtual student?
“My favorite part of being virtual is that there isn’t as much 
pressure on me as there was when I was in-person. It helps to 
take some of the stress off me.” 

LIYA HOURANI, VIRTUAL STUDENT
What is the most challenging part of being 
a virtual student?
“I think sometimes when we have to do work 
on a split Zoom screen, it can be challenging. 
Our teacher will have something on one screen, 
and we have to try and write something on the 
other screen.”  
What is the best remote project that you 
have worked on?
“We did a Black women in history project and 
a special women in history project. They were a 
lot of fun, and we got to choose how we wanted 
to put our projects together, on paper or using 
Google Slides.” 

DYANI LOPEZ, IN-PERSON SENIOR 
What is one positive aspect and one 
challenging aspect to being in school now? 
“One positive aspect of this year is that I can 
interact with classmates and teachers to a 
certain extent. Even with social distancing, 
at least we can still interact with one another 
while in school. A negative aspect of this year is 
it has been much harder to socialize with other 
students because of social distancing.” 
What is the most challenging part of being 
in a club right now? 
“One of the most challenging parts of clubs this 
year is just interacting with new people. We are 
not doing clubs in person this year, so it makes 
it hard to interact with other club members.” 

BENJAMIN WEISSBERG,  
IN-PERSON STUDENT   
What do you love about being in 
school right now?
“It is nice being in school because 
when we were remote, we couldn’t 
see anyone in person. Now we get 
to see people more. It is better to 
see people real than on the screen.”
How has school changed the 
most for you this year?
“Having to wear masks more and 
social distancing. It is something 
you have to get used to.”

KATHERINE TERRY, IN-PERSON STUDENT
How has school changed the most for 
you this year?   
“The classes were different in the beginning 
of the year, but it has become more normal. 
The atmosphere has changed since the 
classes are smaller, and we are with the 
same people throughout the day.”
What is something special about your 
learning experience right now? 
“It is very different from last year and 
everything is mainly virtual. We don’t have 
as many written projects. We do a lot of 
projects online and it’s easier that way.” 

ALISE SILVA LOPEZ, SENIOR, VIRTUAL STUDENT 
What is one positive aspect and one 
challenging aspect to being in school now? 
“One positive aspect of this year is that you can 
learn in-person or remotely and also be with 
friends. One major change is that social activities 
outside of school have changed so much.”
What is the most challenging part of being in 
a club right now? 
“Right now, the hardest part is having time and the 
ability to join clubs, especially when they are all on 
Zoom.” 

GANESH SITAL, VIRTUAL STUDENT 
What is your favorite part of being a virtual student?
“My favorite part of being a virtual student is that I don’t 
need to wear a mask all the time. I also don’t need to worry 
about social distancing. I have more freedom at home. 
I don’t have to ask if I could eat in class or if I could go 
get water. I can just get up and do what I have to. That’s 
probably the best part of being fully remote.” 
What is the best remote project that you worked on? 

project for economics. I enjoyed planning for my future and 
I’m excited to see how accurate this project will be.” 

ZOE COADY, IN-PERSON STUDENT 
What do you love about being in school 
right now? 
“I did not like being a remote learner. Math 

person. I am so glad to be back in school!”
What is something special about your 
learning experience right now? 

most of the kids in my class, which is cool!”
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